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Softball Draw
Preliminaries

	DATE
	  TIME  
	Team
	Score
	Team
	Score

	Sept 17
	10:30

13:00

17:30

20:00
	Canada

China

Cuba

Australia
	0

5

1

3
	USA

Italy

Japan

New Zealand
	6

0

4

2

	Sept 18
	10:30

13:00

17:30

20:00
	China

Cuba

China

Australia
	1

0

2

7
	Japan

United States

New Zealand

Italy
	3

3

3

0

	Sept 19
	10:30

13:00

17:30

20:00
	Japan

Cuba

China

Australia
	2

0

10

1
	United States

Italy

New Zealand

Canada
	1

1

0

0

	Sept 20
	10:30

13:00

17:30

20:00
	Cuba

Australia

Canada

China
	2

0

7

2
	New Zealand

Japan

Italy

United States
	6

1

1

0

	Sept 21
	10:30

13:00

17:30

20:00
	Italy

Australia

Cuba

Canada
	1

2

0

3
	New Zealand

United States

China

Japan
	0

1

7

4

	Sept 22
	10:30

13:00

17:30

20:00
	New Zealand

Cuba

Australia

Italy
	0

2

1

0
	United States

Canada

China

Japan
	2

1

0

2

	Sept 23
	10:30

13:00

17:30

20:00
	Cuba

Canada

New Zealand

Italy
	1

0

1

0
	Australia

China

Japan

United States
	8

1

2

6


The medal round schedule will be determined by the finish of the teams in the preliminaries.

	DATE
	 
	Team
	Score
	Team
	Score

	Sept 25
	 
	Japan

United States
	1

3
	Australia

China
	0

0

	Sept 25
	Bronze Medal
	United States
	1
	Australia
	0

	Sept 26
	Gold Medal
	United States
	2
	Japan
	1


	Final Standings

	Gold
	United States

	Silver
	Japan

	Bronze
	Australia

	4th 
	China

	5th 
	Italy

	6th 
	New Zealand

	7th 
	Cuba


Game Highlights


Saturday, September 23, 2000
Canada goes down fighting in its final game of the 2000 Olympics

Canada lost its final game of the Olympic softball prelimaries in Sydney, Australia 1-0 to China, the Atlanta silver medallists. This marks the team's fifth loss by one run in the tournament.

China began the first inning with a run by Fang Yan. While Canada was able to get on base several times, they were unable to score against the Chinese. Double plays by Winnipeg's Sandy Newsham, Bowmanville's Sommer West, and Boucherville's Nathalie Fradette, coupled with strong defensive plays by Saskatoon's Jacki Nichol, kept China off the bases, and from earning any more runs.

After the game, team co-captain Nathalie Fradette commented on the preliminaries. "We haven't been lucky at these games. We fought well against the good teams, and lost against the teams we should have beat. We are a better team than eighth place."

When asked what she and the other members of the team would take away from these Olympics, an emotional Fradette replied, "We will remember the opening ceremonies, and not just the losses. We will have all these memories for the rest of our lives."

Canada had 0 runs, 2 hits and 1 error. Hits were made by Cherene Hiesl-Boyer, and Jackie Lance. Canada's losing pitcher was Sandy Newsham who pitched all 7 innings, facing 23 batters with 6 strikeouts, 2 walks, and allowing only 3 hits. The winning pitcher for China was Zhang Yanging. China had 1 run, 3 hits, and 3 errors.

Canada's record is 1-7, and places them eighth. Although Canada was able to push the top teams to tight matches, they will not be advancing to the medal round.



Friday, September 22, 2000 
Team Canada ponders its future after losing to another close game to Cuba

Canada lost 2-1 to Cuba in the softball preliminaries at the Olympic games in Sydney, Australia. The game marked Canada's fourth one run loss of the tournament. 

In the first inning, Canada took the lead with Sommer West's RBI which drove in Denise Carriere. Canada was able to maintain their lead until the bottom of the 4th when Cuba was able to drive in two runs and take the lead. Despite several opportunities in the 5th and 6th innings, Canada was unable to score and regain the lead. 

While Canada will not be advancing to the medal round, Coach Ron Clarke sees Canada's last game against China as an opportunity. "It's important to get the other players in the Olympic line-up." said Clarke. "Emotionally, we have used up a lot of our energy, but we'll come out tomorrow and play our best." 

Team Co-captain Jacki Nichol also spoke of the team's plans for their next game. "We have worked so hard this year that now we need to focus on our Canadian pride, and give it our best." When asked about the future Nichol replied, "There has been a lot of talk about the player's wanting to stick together and work hard to put Canadian softball on the map for the next cycle." 

Canada had 1 run, 5 hits, and 2 errors. Canada's losing pitcher was Winnipeg's Heather Newsham who pitched 6 innings facing 20 batters, with 2 strikeouts, 0 walks, and allowing only 3 hits. Newsham replaced New Brunswick's Vicky Bastrache after the 1st inning. Hits came from Bramalea's Denise Carriere, Calgary's Hayley Wickenheiser, Bowmanville's Sommer West, Saskatoon's Jacki Nichol, and Blenheim's Meaggan Wilton. Canada's only run came from Denise Carriere. Cuba's winning pitcher was Laritza Espinosa. Cuba had 2 runs, 3 hits, and 3 errors. 

Canada is now 1-5. Canada's last game of the preliminaries is against China on Friday, September 22, 2000 at 10:00pm EST. 



Thursday, September 21, 2000 

Despite a 3 run homerun by Erin Woods, Canada loses to Japan


Canada lost 4-3 to Japan in a close 10-inning game at the women's softball preliminaries in Sydney, Australia. 

Japan quickly took the lead with two runs in the first inning. Japan added one more run to its lead in the top of the 6th with a homerun by Miyo Yamada. Canada fought back in the bottom of the 6th when Hayley Wickenheiser and Meaggan Wilton scored off the team's first homerun of the competition by Erin Woods. Despite a pitching change by both teams, the score remained tied until the 10th inning when Japan's Hiroko Tamoto, scored the winning run off a double by Haruka Saito. 

According to International Softball regulations, if the game is tied after nine innings, the offensive team begins the 10th inning with a runner on second base. After the offensive team has finished their at bat, the defensive team begins the bottom of the inning with a runner on second as well. The runner on second base is the team's last out of the preceding inning. 

After the team's fourth loss, Coach Ron Clarke said, "This tournament shows that a lot of countries are getting closer to one another, and it makes for a great competition. Japan keeps improving and as a result, you earn everything you get from them." 

Despite the loss, BC's Erin Woods was celebrating the homerun that tied the game in the 6th. Said Woods, "As soon as I hit the ball, I knew it was a homerun. This is the greatest hit of my career. I was probably the quickest homerun runner because I couldn't wait to get home." 

Canada had 8 hits, 3 runs, and 1 error. Hits came from Hayley Wickenheiser, Sandy Newsham, Erin Woods, and Jackie Lance. Both Cherene Hiesl-Boyer, and Lesley Attwell had two hits each. Runs were scored by Hayley Wickenheiser, Meaggan Wilton, and Erin Woods. The losing pitcher is Heather Newsham who replaced her sister Sandy Newsham in the 7th inning. Heather faced 14 batters with 2 strikeouts, 1 walk, and 2 hits. Sandy faced 26 batters, with 3 strikeouts, 4 walks, and 6 hits. The winning pitcher for Japan is Juri Takayama, who replaced Taeko Ishikawa after six innings. Japan had 8 hits, 4 runs, and 1 error. With this win, Japan remains the only undefeated team in the preliminaries. 

Canada is now 1-4. Canada's next game is against Cuba on Thursday September 21st, 2000 at 10:00pm EST. 



Wednesday, September 20, 2000

Canada blows by Italy in its first Olympic win


Canada won its first game of the Olympic softball preliminaries in Sydney, Australia today beating Italy 7-1. 

The game remained scoreless until the 5th inning, when Canada scored three runs on a two-out rally. Natalie Fradette advanced to 1st after Italian pitcher Nicole Di Salvio made an error. Fradette stole second several pitches later, and Leslie Attwell then advanced her to third with an infield hit. Fradette was then able to score as a result of a passed ball. After Italy made a pitching change, Attwell scored after an error was made on a ball hit by Jackie Lance. Lance then stole second, and Cherene Hiesl-Boyer hit a double allowing Lance to score from second base. The Italians rallied to score a run in the 6th, but Canada responded with one run in the 6th, and 3 runs in the 7th to secure their win. 

Canada had 4 hits, 7 runs, and 1 error. Hits came from Coquitlam's Lesley Attwell, Newmarket's Cherene Hiesl-Boyer, Calgary's Hayley Wickenheiser, and Blenheim's Meaggan Wilton. Runs came from Boucherville's Natalie Fradette, Leslie Attwell, Richmond's Jackie Lance, Cherene Hiesl-Boyer, Unionville's Colleen Thorburn Smith, Hayley Wickenheiser, and Bramalea's Denise Carriere. Winnipeg's Sandy Newsham wass the winning pitcher for Canada. She pitched all seven innings, facing 28 batters with 13 strikeouts, 2 walks, and giving up only 5 hits. The losing pitcher for Italy was Nicole Di Salvio who was replaced in the 5th inning by Fen Yue Sun. Italy had 5 hits, 1 run, and 4 errors. 

Team Canada is now 1-3. Canada's next game is against Japan on Thursday, September 21, 2000 at 5:00 am EST. Japan is currently first in the standings, and is the only unbeaten team in these preliminaries. 



Tuesday, September 19

Canada loses close game to host nation Australia 

Team Canada lost 1-0 in a close game to host nation Australia in their third game of the softball preliminaries in Sydney, Australia. 

In the first inning, the first three Canadian batters, Denise Carriere, Cherene Hiesl-Boyer, and Hayley Wickenheiser were all walked. All three however, were left on base when Wilkins struck out the next three batters. Canada was able to hold off the Australians until the top of the 6th when with runners at first and third, and one out, a hard ground ball was hit to Hayley Wickenheiser at third. Wickenheiser held the runner at third and threw to first where Sommer West make a great play to get the out. She then threw home to try and get the runner who had broken for home, and in a controversial play at the plate, the runner was called safe. Team Canada rallied together in the 7th inning to put out Australia's first three batters, and hold the Australians to a single run. Despite the rally, the team was unable to generate any offense in the bottom of the seventh. 

"Australia counts on errors, and we didn't make any tonight. We knew hitting was our weakness, and it is hard to make hits when you don't play as many games as the others. It will take only one win to get us back into it." said pitcher Heather Newsham. 

Canada had 1 hit, 0 runs, and 2 errors. Ontario's Sommer West had the only hit for Canada. Heather Newsham is the losing pitcher for Canada. She pitched all seven innings, facing 26 batters with 1 strikeout, 0 walks, and giving up only 4 hits. The winning pitcher for Australia is Brooke Wilkins. Australia had 4 hits, 1 run, and 0 errors. 

Team Canada is now 0-3. Canada's next game is against Italy on Wednesday September 20th, 2000 at 2:30 am EST. 




Monday, September 18

Canada loses its second game in a marathon tiebreaker

Team Canada lost to team New Zealand in a disappointing 10-inning tiebreaker at the 2000 Olympics in Sydney, Australia.

Canada took the lead in the bottom of the second inning as both Sommer West, and Sandy Newsham, who beat a throw to home, scored runs off a single by Jackie Lance. While Canada was able to hold off the New Zealanders during the third and fourth innings, Jackie Smith's run in the top of the fifth, and Melanie Hulme's run in the top of the sixth tied the game. The game remained tied through to the ninth inning due to some excellent defense, and some key plays by Canada's Jackie Lance. New Zealand pulled ahead in the bottom of the tenth with a run by Melisa Upu, who started the inning on second base, with a Sacrifice fly courtesy of Cindy Potae. Canada was unable to tie up the game due to some solid pitching by Gina Weber. 

According to International Softball regulations, if the game is tied after nine innings, the offensive team begins the inning with a runner on second base. After the offensive team has finished their at bat, the defensive team begins the bottom of the inning with a runner on second as well.
Team captain Jacki Nichol said, "It was a tough loss for us tonight. Only the top 4 teams advance. It just means we have to come together as a team, really focus, and get it together for the next 5 games."

Canada had 4 hits, 2 runs, and 2 errors. Hits came from Ontario's Colleen Thorburn Smith, Alberta's Hayley Wickenheiser, Manitoba's Sandy Newsham, and British Columbia's Jackie Lance. Runs came from Bowmanville's Sommer West, and Sandy Newsham. The losing pitcher for Canada is Sandy Newsham who pitched all ten innings facing 46 batters with 3 strikeouts, 7 walks, and giving up only 5 hits. The winning pitcher for New Zealand is Gina Weber, who came out of a five-year retirement for these Olympics. New Zealand had 5 hits, 3 runs, and 5 errors.



Sunday, September 17, 2000

Canada loses to USA in first solo no hitter in Olympic softball history

Team Canada lost 0-6 to team USA in their first game of the 2000 Olympics in Sydney, Australia.

Cherene Hiesl-Boyer got Canada on base in the first inning with an error by USA's first baseman Sheila Douty. Colleen Thorburn-Smith advanced to first base on a play that saw Hiesl-Boyer tagged out. The USA took the lead in the first inning when Laura Berg scored from 3rd base on a single by Sheila Douty. While Canada's Vicky Bastarache held the American's to their one run lead during the second inning, team USA scored two runs in the third with Crystl Bustos' home run that also brought in Lisa Fernandez. While Bastarache was again able to hold off the Americans during the fourth inning, Jennifer Brundage batted in one run with her home run in the fifth inning to put the Americans ahead 5-0. Dot Richardson's home run off a pitch by Heather Newsham, who replaced Vicky Bastarache, in the sixth inning, gave the American's their 6-0 win.

Canada had 0 hits, 0 runs, and 4 errors. The USA had 10 hits, 6 runs, and 1 error. The losing pitcher for Canada is Vicky Bastarache who played 5 innings, before being replaced by Heather Newsham for the 6th inning. The winning pitcher for the USA is Lori Harrigan who threw the first solo no hitter in Olympic softball history. 

Canada is 0-1. Canada's next game will be Monday September 18, at 2:30 am against New Zealand, whom they beat in the semi-finals of the 3 Nations Challenge this past June in Brampton, Ontario. 

