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FINAL SUMMARY

	
	MATCHES
	RUNS
	

	
	USA
	CHN
	AUS
	JPN
	CAN
	TPE
	NED
	PUR
	PLAYED 
	WON
	LOST 
	FOR
	AGAINST 
	W/L AVG
	G.BEHIND 

	USA
	
	3-2
	1-2
	6-1
	4-2
	4-0
	9-0
	10-0
	9
	8
	1
	41
	8
	.888
	0

	CHN
	2-3
	
	6-0
	0-3
	2-1
	1-0
	8-0
	10-0
	10
	6
	4
	34
	13
	.600
	2.5

	AUS
	2-1
	0-6
	
	10-0
	5-2
	4-0
	1-0
	0-2
	9
	6
	3
	27
	16
	.666
	2

	JPN
	1-6
	3-0
	0-10
	
	4-0
	5-1
	3-0
	8-1
	8
	5
	3
	24
	21
	.625
	2.5

	CAN
	2-4
	1-2
	2-5
	0-4
	
	2-1
	4-1
	4-0
	7
	3
	4
	15
	18
	.428
	4

	TPE
	0-4
	0-1
	0-4
	1-5
	1-2
	
	7-1
	10-2
	7
	2
	5
	19
	19
	.285
	5

	NED
	0-9
	0-8
	0-1
	0-3
	1-4
	1-7
	
	2-0
	7
	1
	6
	4
	32
	.142
	6

	PUR
	0-10
	0-10
	2-0
	1-8
	0-4
	2-10
	0-2
	
	7
	1
	6
	5
	44
	.142
	6


	Semi-Final
	
	Final
	
	Grand Final

	USA v. CHN
	1-0
	
	AUS v. CHN
	2-4
	
	USA v. CHN
	3-1

	JPN v. AUS
	0-3
	
	
	
	
	
	


Canadian Game Highlights

July 27...CANADIAN SOFTBALL TEAM STILL IN MEDAL HUNT FOLLOWING 4-1 WIN OVER THE NETHERLANDS

Canada capitalized on some sloppy fielding by the Netherlands Friday to keep its Olympic medal hopes alive in women's softball with a 4-1 victory over the winless Dutch squad. 

The Canadians evened their record at 3-3 and concluded the round robin schedule against Australia (4-2) Saturday at 9 a.m. with the winner advancing to the medal round and the loser eliminated. The Aussies shocked the number-one ranked U.S., 1-0 in 10 innings. 

Lori Sippel pitched six of the seven innings for Canada allowing one run on two hits and striking out three. Debbie Sonnenberg relieved Sippel in the seventh for the save. 

After the Netherlands grabbed a 1-0 lead in the second, Canada scored twice on two Dutch errors in the bottom of the third. Alecia Stephenson opened the inning with a single. Colleen Thorburn was hit by a pitch and Kara McGaw reached first on an infielderror to load the bases. 

Pauline Maurice was safe at first on another error to score Stephenson. Then Carmie Vairo knocked a fly ball to left field which was dropped, but Vairo was credited with a hit and an RBI scoring Thorburn. 

Canada scored another unearned run in the fourth and made it 4-1 in the sixth on Maurice's two-out RBI single which scored Stephenson who opened the inning with an infield hit. 

Canadian team leader Bob Abbott says the squad has gained plenty of confidence in its last two games. 

July 26...CANADA DROPS 4-2 DECISION TO U.S. IN WOMEN'S OLYMPIC SOFTBALL

Canada's Olympic women's softball team nearly caused a huge upset Thursday, but eventually lost to the U.S., 4-2 in a game delayed more than two-and-a-half hours by rain. 

The Canadians fall to 2-3 and are battling for thier playoff lives. They are currently tied for fifth in the eight-team round robin tournament with Taiwan. The top-four advance. 

The Americans, ranked first in the world since 1986, are 5-0, China is second at 4-1 and Japan and Australia follow at 3-2. 

The Americans broke a 2-2 tie in the top of the seventh with the winning run scored on a wild pitch by reliever Lori Sippel, with veteran Dot Richardson at the plate. Jillian Box who opened the inning with a double, scooted home on the play from third. Richardson followed with a bloop single to left field to make it 4-2. 

Canada went down quietly in the bottom of the seventh. The game scheduled to start at 9 p.m., began at 11:00 p.m. and ended at 2 a.m. Most of the 8,500 spectators stayed until the final out. 

The Americans scored one run in the fourth and fifth innings to grab a 2-0 lead thanks to Canada's sloppy defence which committed its four errors over those two innings, including three consecutive mishaps to start the fifth. 

But the Canadians rebounded in their half of the fifth to tie the game. Kara McGaw, opened with a one-out single then scored on and RBI triple by Pauline Maurice. Carmie Vairo brought home Maurice on an infield hit. 

Karen Snelgrove pitched a strong game for Canada allowing two earned runs on three hits before Sippel relieved her in the bottom of the seventh with two one and none out. 

Canada plays the Netherlands (0-5) on Friday at 6.30 p.m. and Australia Saturday morning at 9 a.m. in a game that could decide the fourth and final playoff spot. 

July 25 ...JAPAN HANDCUFFS CANADA 4-0 IN OLYMPIC SOFTBALL

Emi Tsukada's two-run in the fourth inning propelled Japan to a 4-0 win over Canada Wednesday in women's softball at the Olympics. 

It was the second straight defeat for the Canadians (2-2), ranked fourth in the world, while Japan, ranked sixth, continued to surprise and moved into a second place tie with China at 3-1 in the round robin standings. 

It appears now Canada will be in a dogfight with Australia (2-2) and Taiwan (1-3) to grab fourth spot and a place in the medal round. The U.S., are first at 4-0. 

Tsukada's shot off Canadian starter Debbie Sonnenberg highlighted a three-run fourth for the Japanese. Sonnenberg, who allowed three runs on four hits, was pulled in the fourth and replaced by Karen Snelgrove. Snelgrove finished the game allowing another Japanese in the fifth. 

Japanese starter Juri Takayama, 19, pitched all seven innings allowing five hits and striking out five. Canada's biggest offensive threat was in the fourth when they had runners on second and third with one out. 

The Canadians have three round robin games left. On Thursday they face the United States at 9 p.m. 

July 23... CANADA SUFFERS FIRST LOSS IN OLYMPIC GAME

Canada played with fire once again in women's Olympic softball and this time it got burned in a controversial 2-1 loss to China. 

It was the Canadians first loss of the tournament after two late-inning victories over Taiwan and Puerto Rico. China ranked second in the world, is also 2-1. 

Trailing 2-1 in the bottom of the seventh, Canada appeared to have won the game when Carmie Vairo of Vancouver delivered a two-out bases loaded single down the first base line scoring two runs. But as the celebration subsided, the players realized the home plate umpire had signalled foul ball. Vairo then struck out to end the game. 

Canada scored its only run in the third inning but should have had a lot more. Kelly Kelland, started the inning with a base hit, then consecutive bunt singles by Colleen Thorburn and Kara McGaw loaded the bases. Pauline Maurice hit a short hopper the first baseman was unable to handle and a run scored. But the offence stalled at that point. 

Lori Sippel pitched all seven innings allowing no earned runs on five hits and striking out five. 

China's two runs were scored in the first inning on two Canadian Thrwoing errors on the same play. 

Canada has four games remaining in the round robin and plays Japan Wednesday night at 9:00 p.m. This summer in exhibition play the Canadians lost three times in four games to the Japanese. 

July 22... CANADA BEATS PUERTO RICO 4-0 IN WOMEN'S OLYMPIC SOFTBALL TOURNAMENT

Candace Murray stroked a key two-run single while Karen Snelgrove struck out 12 as Canada defeated Puerto Rico 4-0 in women's softball at the Olympics. 

Canada is now 2-0 and faces the Chinese, strong medal contenders, who were upset by Japapn 3-0 earlier Monday. 

The Canadians and Puerto Rico were embroiled in a scoreless draw after five innings. But as was the case in Sunday's 2-1 win over Taiwan, it took some time for the Canadian Offence to get rolling and they finally exploded for all four runs in the sixth. 

Kara McGaw ignited the rally with a grounder to second base, but the throw went by the first baseman and McGaw scooted to second. After an out, Colleen Thorburn reached first on another infield hit and Alecia Stephenson walked to load the bases and set the stage for Murray. 

Pinch runner Kelly Kelland then scored on a passed ball with Carrie Flemmer at the plate. 

Snelgrove, pitched six of the seven innings for the win. She allowed two hits and struck out the side in the first and third innings and escaped a one-out bases-loaded jam in the fifth. Deb Sonnenberg, Sunday's winning pitcher, pitched the seventh for the save. 

